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Christina Howie Lindsay - by William Lindsay, Son 


IM IS 
qut ; 


Christina Howie, the eldest child of William Howie and Jane Blackwood, highly respected people but poorin` `' 
things of the world so it made it necessary for her to go out to work at an early age. She worked mostly on ` 4 
farms where cows were kept and butter and cheese were made, and where servant giris also were required ` 
to help in harvesting the crops and feeding the cows besides milking and making butter and cheese and , | 
taking it to market. ae i ee i MM a. 


Mother saw hard times after she came to Heber. She went in the harvest fields and bound wheat and the: 
d some clothing for a house to 
. In the fall of 1863 mother was married to George Muir as a plural wife and had two 


sons, John and George Muir. She got one of the first sewing machines in the valiey, a Wheeler & Wilson, .. 
and did sewing for many others.. She went to the head of Echo Canyo! 8 Western Pacific railroad 
me my wife, Later 


- LEAL 


and engaged Daddy Aver he 
. walls. Patrick Carroll did thë carpe! 


summer of 1865. 


Mother acted as a midwife for many ye 
weather. — 


She took up a homestead in Center Creek and lived on itc prove up and get th é dover nme 
then divided n her two sons John and George Muir. She was a small wo 
at any kind of work she could do. "e Coa piers 


herself and up until she was 82 years she was active and able to do her own housework. She didsome ^ 
Temple work and was a firm believer in all the Church doctrines.. She never faltered or lost courage. `; 
through her life. All honor to her name. All her sons and daughters were living that came to Utah with her ^ 
at the time of her death in Heber but Elizabeth and Samuel, She died 25th July;1906. | was in England on 

a mission at the time, , TM . 


Getting To Utah 
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When the letter came from Liverpool telling us passages for all our family had bes ecured on the sailing ``: 
" ship John J. Boyd & telling us to sel everthing we would not need on the Journéy & come to Liverpool — - 
inside of 3 days to get on board the ship which would sail April 22nd 1862. This Jetter caused great — 

rejoicing. Brother Sam ran around the house shouting boys that is the best letter ever came to our house. 
This was the first ship that season & dear Mother's words had come literally to pass, We received the le 
on Thursday and on Saturday the 19th of April 1862 we left Kilmarnock on the train to Glasgow where we 
were met by Bro. Robert Sands who took us in charge and helped us get our luggage on board a : 
steamboat bound for Liverpool. It was late In the afterioon When we started on the trip down the river Clyde + 
which is a very fine river. We passed Greenock where many large ships are built & went out into the open -^ 
sea. We were on the open deck of the ship & without any shelter along with other passengers. No chance ES 
to sleep but being seasick we could not sleep anyway. This was our first seasick experience. < zh 38 


MÁS t - ned Se 
Two of the passengers got into a fight right close by & one called the other a "sün ofa b” that was the first 

time | ever heard those words. It was quite windy & the sea was rough & nearly all were seasick, butwe — ^ 
landed in Liverpool about ten next morning & got Gn board the ship John J. Ba where there were 700: `` 
Mormon emigrants getting assigned to their berths & bunks preparatory to starting on the trip across the 
Atlantic ocean 3000 miles of water. Of course there was some bustle confusiori in getting all properly 
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placed. Then the ship was divided into 6 wards & a man was Ed look after each ward. James S.. 


Browd was President of the company & John G. Lindsay and Joseph Q; Rich were his counselors, It was: 
really wonderful to see how soon all got settled down & knew their own places, their rights & privileges on; .' 
the ship. There was a large double stove or galley where all the cooking had to be done for 700 people so ; 
you may see it was hard to get much cooking done. We sailed from Liverpool on the 22nd of April 1862. . 
bound for New York & had what was called a fairly good passage over ; 
„hard storm that shook things up some but no great damage was done. 
about and was lurching badly. Two women right close to us were very 
help smiling although | had to keep a hold of the bunk to keep from bei) ht it absurd to 
i that a ship with 700 Saints bound for Zion could possibly sink, |l, even then as a boy of fifteen, had 
faith we would be preserved. Which we was & all except one man childithat died & were buried at sea, . ; 
came safely to land at New York'on the 4th of June, Captain Thomas emed to be a very fine gentleman 
but 2 of the mates were very cruel & tyrannical with the ships crew & stQ ys. We saw many fish of 
different kinds while crossing & nearly all had several sieges of seasickness. Very few escape this sickness, 


We were landed at Castle Gardens, the Emigrant home in | New York, ahd stayed there 2 days & hts. The i 
sights were beautiful as we came Into New York. But the men on guard|had hard work to keep sharpers i 
from getting amongst us emigrants. Leaving New York we were marchex through the streets to where the © 
horse cars took us to the Hudson river where we went on a steamboat up to Albany. There we were shut 
in a railroad round house till a train cam e us farther on our journey. We went by Niagara Falls & saw 
that mighty stream foaming white as it tumbled over the precipice. We also passed through Detroit & 
Chicago & up the Mississippi to Hannibal. a f 
Then on the Hannibal & St. Joseph railroad to St. Joseph Missouri v ere i 
were soldier guarding the bridges as we were close to the Confedera e lines, We had very little food to e 
on the journey from New York. The ships d enough but it 
hungry most of the 10 days co 
` steamboat to 


we 


ne forevery |` 
&placedinthe |: . 


everybody but of course every d 
kettles were furnished. Most of 


for ople to 
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especially the girls, took part for the first time in the American dances. Fifteen to sixteen miles was an 
average days travel. Everybody was warned to keep close to the wagons on account of danger from 


Indians who were seen nearly every day in large numbers. The oxen stirred up a lot of dust & the people 
sweating with the hot days & in the dust naturally te dirty before the days drive was done. Some of 
the older people got quite tired bei d to wal & everybody had to walk that . The teams 


had all the load they could haul with the luggage & small children & some who were sick at times. Most of 


S 


the time they laid over either all day or a part of Saturday to give the women folks a chance to wash the ^ 


clothes & also on Sundays if We were where the oxen could get plenty of grass to eat. 


trip they had coming to meet them to bring them over the plains into the va f the mountains. Some 


most of the people enjoyed themsélves ifi the evenings & forgot the hard trave j 
There was some sickness & several deaths while on the way and those who died had to be buried without 


coffins & with very little ceremony as the train had to keep moving on every day possible. 


: | 
| will state that a ox train usually consisted of fifty or more teams & wagons; four yoke or eight oxen on each 


a } edendi Bnd d dnce 


wagon & of course a man called a teamster to drive each wagon. There was a captain to each train & an 


assistant, also 4 to 6 night herders, these all had a horse each. The captain & assistant 


general welfare of the whole especially finding suitable camping places each night where feed & water _ 
was their only feed. The herders job was to watch over the oxen during 
here each teamster picked out his own oxen, yoked 


itched them on to the wagons, The corral was formed by the wagons when coming in to make _ 
wagons were driven to the right & the other half to the left leaving an open space 


n the corral, before the oxen were brought in the morning. There was a 


e belonged in . 


inthe Mormon camps. By traveling in large companies & using caution & good judgement & always being _ 


on their guard the Indians seldom gave them any trouble. We often saw herds of buffalo at a distance but 
none very close by. | 


independence Rock on the Sweetwater & traveled up that stream for a week or.more passing Devils Gate 
& Rocky Ridge on the way up. Then came over the South Pass past Pacific Springs, Little & Big Sandy on — 
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Fork & up to Fort Bridger. The 
& on into Ec 


| 
| 


to Green River another quite deep stream to wade. Then on byi shed Fork & up to Fort Bridger, The 
jery steep Quakingasp Hill on over ‘to Bear River passed Sed Yellow Creek & Needle Rocks & on into Ec 
Canyon & traveled down it where we struck the Weber River. Up the Webe 
Wanship to Rockport, then up 3 mile í Canyon & on over to Si ek whi 
stream. Here we left the trairi & cain er into what was then. called Pr 
years of a happy, busy, industrious life. - 


then a really silvery 


rovo Valley, where | have spe 


